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JAEGER ANNOUNCES ONLINE ELECTRONIC UCC AND CNS FILINGS 
 
Bismarck, ND - Secretary of State Al Jaeger announced that lenders and agricultural creditors 
would soon be able to file Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) and Central Notice System (CNS) 
filings electronically with the county recorders and his office.  Known as direct filing, the service 
will be available to customers for a subscription fee before the end of September, and 
represents another step taken by Jaeger’s office to promote e-government. 
 
“Everyday we move a little bit closer to electronic government,” said Jaeger.  “Direct filing of 
UCC and CNS filings is a cost effective, web-based business tool that makes doing business 
with government easier, faster, and more convenient for our customers.  It just makes good 
sense.” 
 
Jaeger’s announcement comes after several years and phases of collaboration with the 
financial, legal, and agriculture communities and the state’s county recorders (formerly known 
as register of deeds).  Their collective mission has been to make UCC and CNS filings 
consistent and bring efficiency to the way they are filed with the Secretary of State’s office and 
the counties through a centralized system. 
 
“There has been a lot of hard work and input into the creation of North Dakota’s centralized filing 
system,” said Jaeger.  “All of the various players and partners have had an equal voice and 
investment in our unique and functional system.  Allowing direct access for searches, and now 
for filings, is the pinnacle of all that hard work and it is very exciting.”  
 
In 1998, Jaeger’s office introduced a multi-functional web site showcasing direct access 
searches of the Central Indexing System.  Jaeger’s announcement of direct filing from the 
agency’s web site marks the final stage of providing electronic public access to the Central 
Indexing System and will permit customers to electronically file their UCC and CNS filings.  As 
with direct access searches, direct filling customers will have the option of crediting their filing 
fees either to any one of the county recorders or the Secretary of State. 
 
“This provides a continuing revenue source to our counties,” said Jaeger. 
 
In the last two years, Jaeger’s office has deployed other web-based tools for businesses, 
including a search of the agency’s nearly 85,000 business records that provides instantaneous, 
24-hour, seven day-week access to customers. 
 
“All together, these advancements demonstrate that the Secretary of State’s office is moving 
ahead with technology solutions that will directly impact and benefit our customers and North 
Dakota businesses,” said Jaeger.  “They represent an exciting step towards e-commerce and 
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our interest in making the process of doing business with the state easier and more customer 
friendly.” 
 
Jaeger credits the state’s Information Technology Department (ITD) for providing the technical 
expertise and support for the project. 
 
“ITD has been instrumental in making these projects happen.  They are a valuable partner,” said 
Jaeger.  “We will be counting on ITD as we move forward towards the next phases of e-
government development in our office.” 
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